
Speak for Yourself!
MYP English LANGUAGE ACQUISITION UNIT

 "What does it take 
to make a good 

speaker?" 



analyze famous speeches
role-play speaking behaviors
identify informal language and formal language
modify word choices to fit purpose and audience
evaluate classroom presentations
organize and perform your own oral presentation

You will understand speaking behaviors and 
the planning process necessary to be a good 

speaker.

OBJECTIVES

modify = change

Here’s how…

analyze = to examine and explain
evaluate = to form an idea of



This icon indicates that you will write your answers in your 
notebook. 

You will Title and Date each entry. 

Example:
What Makes a Good Speaker?
August 19, 2017

Vocabulary
August 19, 2017



LESSON 1

 "What does it take to 
make a good 

speaker?" 

Diagnostic Assessment 
15 minutes



In your books, answer the following question in 
complete sentences. 

What Makes a Good Speaker? Include three 
ideas you now have about what a good 
speaker does.

Listen to Martin Luthers King’s speech, ’I 
Have a Dream.’

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6dKimoybmEo&t=99s


Rhetorical Techniques Of Martin Luther King’s “I Have A Dream” Speech

Alliteration. In King’s speech we hear the lyricism of his 
prose in his alliterations. It sounds musical. 

Example: 
Rise from the dark and desolate…
the marvelous new militancy…
trials and tribulations…



Rhetorical Techniques Of Martin Luther King’s “I Have A Dream” 
Speech

Allusion. King’s speech shares references that are connected 
with built-in emotion.

Example:  Five score years ago, a great American…signed the 
Emancipation Proclamation.

Example: Many references and quotes from “My Country, ‘Tis 
of Thee” and “Free at Last.”



Rhetorical Techniques Of Martin Luther King’s “I Have A 
Dream” Speech

Amplification. This happens when a writer makes a point 
twice in a row, with greater emphasis, details, or 
explanation the second time—thus, amplifying it. It’s 
powerfully effective.

Example: America has given the Negro people a bad check, 
a check which has come back marked “insufficient funds.”



Rhetorical Techniques Of Martin Luther King’s “I 
Have A Dream” Speech

Repetition: repeating a word or 
phrase, often at the beginning of a 
series of sentences or phrases.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6KI6c_IfvHg

Phil Kaye: "Repetition"



An extremely poor speech!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SojAr3DdxrA



Great Speeches Question #1: 

What's the difference between a good speech 
and a bad one? 
List them in your notebook.



Vocabulary
1. modify

2. evaluate

3. analyze

4. icon

5. repetition

6. allusion

7. alliteration

8. amplification



Homework:  
Choose a topic to write 
a speech on.  You have 

a choice.  You may 
choose an historical 

figure or an IB Learner 
profile.  

Your topic choice is 
due next class. 


